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AS FRESHWATER BECOMES MORE OF A COMMODITY, WE ARE LIVING IN 
A VERY WEALTHY AND DESIRED PART OF THE WORLD. PEOPLE FIGHT 
OVER OIL BUT WATER WILL BE MORE VALUABLE IN THE FUTURE. 
IT’S SO IMPORTANT TO PRESERVE IT. 
          - ANTONIO LENNERT, SURF THE GREATS

On the roughest days, you’ll find cold water surfers among the waves of The Great Lakes.  
COLDWATER is an environmental surf documentary about the state of our country’s fresh water 
supply. The project focuses on The Great Lakes, their health and those dependant on them.

The idea is to use lake surfing culture as a vehicle to tell this story. Lake surfing seems to be as 
unique as the lakes themselves. The people that surf these waters have great respect for them. 
Violent currents, sub zero temperatures and high winds tend to demand that of a person. 

The five Great Lakes, make up 21% of the world’s surface freshwater. When it is deemed unsafe 
to swim in, water pollution becomes a deeper issue beyond recreational activity. It affects the sur-
rounding ecosystems and communities along with the greater population of our country that rely 
on our fresh water supply. With our close proximity to so much fresh water we often neglect to 
realize how invaluable they truly are, and take this for granted. 

BRIEF HISTORY |GREAT LAKE SURFING

Chicago Sheboygan and Lake Erie Wildwood are the oldest of the local surf clubs, started in the 
sixties. Back then they would only surf in the summer. Over the next decade shops began to pop 
up that provided the wet suit technology needed to extend the season through the fall and winter 
months. 

www.surfthegreats.org

Antonio will be our main character, leading us through the world of coldwater surfing. The plan is 
to visit each lake meeting with scientists, researchers, community members, follow activitists and 
surfers of all ages. The interviews will be conversational and intimate as we follow Antonio in his 
daily encounters.

SURF THE GREATS |ANTONIO LENNERT
 
Fourteen years ago, Antonio moved to California from Brazil. Six years later, his partner Lucas 
took a job in Toronto. No stranger to the water, it was here Antonio discovered cold water surfing. 
Soon after he founded Surf The Greats, an adventure and lifestyle company where Antonio has 
worked tirelessly on his initiative to reconnect locals with their lakes. 

Not only does Surf The Greats nurture its surf community but they are also fiercely committed to 
the preservation of the lakes. Flooding effects the breaks in some of the surfer’s favourite spots, 
but can open up other areas with the higher water level. At times they find themselves dodging 
trash as large as lawn chairs while out on the waves. They often host beach cleanups and are 
constantly finding ways to raise funds to donate to other organizations like the Freshwater Fund. 





THE GREAT LAKES |ENVIROMENTAL ISSUES  

Beyond imbalanced ecosystems, contamination from 
coastal development and climate change, each 
lake has it own separate issues.

LAKE SUPERIOR

Lake Superior is the largest of the greats. Oddly it is also the lake with the highest
surface temperature that is increasing rapidly each year. The lake also has a 
huge amount of non-native species wrecking havoc on its ecosystem.  

LAKE MICHIGAN 

Enbridge’s Line 5 sixty year old petroleum pipeline that runs through  
the Straits of Mackinac from Lake Michigan to Lake Huron. It is a 
ticking time bomb that could burst and dump oil into the lakes.  
Lake Michigan is also heavily impacted by raw sewage, sport fishing  
and boating.

LAKE HURON

Lake Huron is said to be the cleanest of the five lakes. Ontario Power  
Generator wants to bury nuclear waste next to the lake. Invasive species  
of mussels have taken over and are consuming all of the plankton that  
fish and other aquatic life need to survive. 

LAKE ONTARIO

Lake Ontario provides drinking water to nine million people and is the most populated lake that 
Canadians inhabit. Water quality is constantly put at risk from the industrial waste around the 
Hamilton area. Lake Ontario Water Keeper Sewage System was built in the thirties. The outdated 
facility often overflows raw sewage into the lakes.

LAKE ERIE

The agricultural run off of phosphorus in fertilizer breed algae blooms in the 
  summer heat. These blooms are toxic to the marine life, leading to large  
    amounts of dead fish washing up on shore. Lake Erie was declared a dead
         lake in the seventies but has      recently been revived. The recent 
            flooding has also been detrimental to 
                                                            the ecosystem and surrounding 
                   communities. 

    We are also in a very strange time politically. 
Four out of five lakes that border both Canada

             and the US, have shared ecological responsibility between   
         the two countries. In March, President Trump attempted to 
         cut 100% of funding for the Great Lakes Restoration project.  
 If passed, it would have meant $300 million annually no longer   
   supporting and maintaining the environmental state of our lakes. 
Years of progress would quickly be reversed as the importance

     of the Great Lakes falls by the wayside. This speaks volumes to the 
president’s priorities. An already compromised fresh water system could be 
put in further jeopardy without proper support.
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